
The Muslim’s Pledge of Allegiance
دْهَعلاُ ءاَعُد

1

Imam Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq is reported to have said: Anyone who recites the following pledge for forty 
mornings will be a helper to Imam al-Mahdī. And if the person dies before the Imam’s advent, 
God will raise him from his grave so that he may serve his Imam. Furthermore, for each word 
he reads of this supplication, God will grant him the reward of one thousand good deeds and 
erase one thousand sins. The supplication is as follows:

Part I:

Insights:
• When we say God is rabb, we mean that he is a lord and master who provides all that his 

subjects need (material, spiritual, educational, emotional, etc.) and manages their affairs 
so that they can live as he wants them to live.

• What is the significance of the particular parts of creation that are named here as the 
subjects of the Lord God?
• Lord of light: in Qurʾān, we are told that “God is the light of the skies and 

earth” (24:35). This probably means that he is the source of existence. Like a singular 
light in the darkness of nothingness, God Almighty illuminates all creation by willing 
it into being.

.ِميِح:رلا ِنَمْح:رلا ِه6للا ِمْسِب

.ٍدNمَحُم ِلآ َو ٍدNمَحُم ىَلَع Gلَص Cمُه6للا

.ِميِظَعْلا ِروZنلا Xبَر Cمُه6للا
.ِعيِف:رلا eيِسْرُكْلا Xَبر َو
ِ.روُجْسَمْلا ِرْحَبْلا Xَبر َو
.ِروُب|زلا َو ِلِيجْنِإْلا َوِ ةاَرْوrتلا َلِزْنُم َو

.ِروُرَحْلا َو Gل{ظلا Xَبر َو

ِ.ميِظَعْلا ِنآْرُقْلا َلِزْنُم َو

،َنيِب:رَقُمْلاِ ةَكِئالَمْلا Xَبر َو

َ.نيِلَسْرُمْلا َو ِءاَيِبْنَأْلا َو

In God’s name, beneficent to all creation,
merciful forever to the believing nation.

O God! Bless Muḥammad’s soul, 
and rain down peace on his household.

O God! O Lord of the splendid light!

O Lord with his throne at a lofty height!

O Lord who makes the sea to swell!

O revealer of the Torah, Psalms, and Evangel!

O Lord of the cool shade and the sun hot as 
hell!

O you who sent down the Qurʾān filled with 
right!

O Lord of the angels fashioned of light,

and of prophets and emissaries 
endowed with insight!
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• Lord of the throne: God’s throne is a symbol of his kingdom. Like a king who sits on 
his throne to rule over his dominion, God Almighty is the king of kings who 
figuratively sits on his throne and rules over all of creation.

• Lord of the sea, the sun, and the shade: Perhaps the Imam mentions these three 
parts of the world in which to remind us that God is its Lord.

• Revealer of scripture: Not only does God provide for our material needs, he also 
provides guidance through scripture.

• Lord of the angels, prophets, and messengers: These are the servants God uses to 
exercise his lordship over us and provide for our needs. The angels manage the 
workings of the universe and the prophets and messengers provide guidance and 
leadership.

Part II:

Insights:
• Before we ask God for anything, we must first praise him to show him that we recognize 

how great he is and how lowly we are, how much we need him and how little he needs 
us.

.ِميِرَكْلا َكِهْجَوِب َكُلَأْسَأ يêنِإ Cمُه6للا
.ِريِنُمْلاَ كِهْجَو ِروُنِب َو

ِ.ميِدَقْلا َكِكْلُم َو

 .ُمو°يَق اَي ûيَح اَي
 َوُ تاَواَم™سلا ِهِب َْتقَرْشَأ يِذ£لا َكِمْساِب َكُلَْأسَأ
.َنوُضَرَأْلا

.َنُورِخآْلا َو َنُول≥َوأْلا ِهِب ُحَلْصَي يِذ£لا َكِمْساِب َو

.∏يَح Gلُك َلَْبق اّيَح اَي
.∏يَح Gلُك َْدعَب اَّيح اَي َو
.∫يَح ال َنيِح اَّيح اَي َو

.ِءاَيْحَأْلا َتِيُمم َو ىَتْوَمْلا َيِيْحُم اَي

.َْتنَأ اِلإ َهَلِإ ال ûيَح اَي

O God! I beg you by your countenance bright,

and by its brilliant, light-giving light,

and your kingdom unbound by time 
finite.

O Living who all things does ever sustain!

I beg and implore you by your name,
by whose light earth and sky illumined remain,

which does the ancients and those till 
the end maintain.

O Living who was, before all life, alive!

O Living who will be, after all death, alive!

O Living who was, without another, alive!

O Giver of life to those who have died; and of 
death to those who yet survive!

O Living other than whom there’s no god alive!
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• What is the “face of God”?
• Certainly God Almighty has no physical body and no face. Nonetheless, we use the 

word “face” to refer to God himself or to his honor and dignity. Find the following 
verses in the Qurʾān and reflect on the usage of wajh Allah of “the face of God” in 
each:
• 2:115
• 2:272
• 30:38
• 30:39
• 55:27
• 92:20

• What role does the “name of God” play in illuminating the universe and in the 
betterment of people?
• Perhaps, since God’s power, knowledge, and wisdom permeate every nook and 

cranny of the universe, and without these attributes no part of the universe could 
exist, it is as though the entire universe is enlightened by God’s attributes and 
names.

• Only through the constant remembrance of God’s name can we as humans achieve 
the full potential that we are created for.

• God was alive since eternity, before anything else came to life, and will be alive into 
eternity, long after all else is dead

Part III:

،Cيِدْهَمْلا َيِداَهْلا َماَمِإْلا اَناْلوَم ْغ¿لَب Cمُه6للا
 ِهِئاَبآ ىَلَع َو ِهْيَلَع ِه6للا ُتاَوَلَص - َكِرْمَأِب َمِئاَقْلا
- َنيِرِها«طلا

،ِتاَنِمْؤُمْلا َوَ نيِنِمْؤُمْلا ِعِيمَج ْنَع

،َاهِبِرَاغَم َو ِضْرَأْلا ِِقرَاشَم يِف

 ،اَهِرْحَب َو اَه”رَب َو اَهِلََبج َو اَهِلْهَس

 ،ِه6للا ِشْرَع َةَنِزِ تاَوَل’صلا َنِم Cيَدِلاَو ْنَع َو ي‘نَع َو

،ُهُمْلِع ُهَاْصحَأ َام َو ،ِهِتاَمِلَك َداَدِم َو

O God! Convey to our Imam and our guide,

who will rise to the task, which you in 
him did confide,

on my brethren’s behalf who believe by 
my side,

whether in the east of the earth 
or the west they reside,

whether in hollows, on peaks, or 
by the seaside, 

and on my own and my parents’ behalf, 
your blessings in your throne’s measure 
from which you preside,

and in volume to match the ink 
of your words, and in number as 
many as you alone decide,
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Insights:
• In this third section, we finally state our request to God. We ask him to convey his 

blessings (ṣalāh) to Imam al-Mahdī with extreme hyperbole. Make note of the following:
• on behalf of how many people are we making this prayer?
• how many blessings are we asking God to shower on him?

• Why do we pray on behalf of other people?

Part IV:

Insights:
• In this section, we renew our pledge to the Imam of our time.
• About this pledge:

• What does it mean to pledge allegiance? 
• What kinds of duties do we have to someone to whom we pledge our allegiance? 
• What kinds of sacrifices should we be ready to make for him? 
• How can we be sure we will keep our commitment when the time comes to make 

those sacrifices?

Part V:

 اَم َو ،اَذَه يِمْوَي ِةَحيِبَص يِف ُهَل ُد€دَجُأ يêنِإ Cمُه6للا
،يِما‹يَأ ْنِمُ تْشِع

،يِقُنُع يِف ُهَل ًةَعْيَب َو ًادْقَع َو ًادْهَع

 .ًادَبَأ ُلوُزَأ ال َو اَهْنَع ُلوُحَأ ال

O God! I renew on this morning of mine, and on 
every new day that you let me abide,

my vow and my word and my solemnest 
pledge— 

I shall not renege; I shall never hedge. 

 ،ِهِناَوْعَأ َو ِهِراَصْنَأ ْنِم يِنْلَعْجا Cمُه6للا
،ُهْنَع َني‚با·ذلا َو
،ِهِجِئاَوَح ِءاَضَق يِف ِهَْيلِإَ نيِعِراَسُمْلا َو
،ِهِرِماَوَأِلَ نيِلِثَتْمُمْلا َو
 ،ُهْنَعَ نيِماَحُمْلا َو

ِ،هِتَداَرِإ ىَلِإ َنيِقِبا™سلا َو

O God! Make me his helper and friend,

to risk my own life to his life defend,

to rush to his side, to his needs attend,

to his every command I willingly bend, 

to support his cause till the bitter end,

to be first to let my neck to his will 
extend,  

 as many as in your book ُ.هُباَتِك ِهِب َطاَحَأ َو
are inscribed.
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Insights:
• In this section, we move past our pledge of allegiance and pray that God make us among 

Imam al-Mahdī’s companions and supporters. Then we list the kinds of things we hope 
to be able to do for the Imam:
• we hope to be willing to risk our lives to defend his.
• we hope to be ready to mobilize rapidly when he demands our help
• we hope to be obedient to him.
• we hope to be able to protect him.
• to hope to rush to do what he wants
• to hope to achieve martyrdom

Part VI:

Insights:
• We have no way of knowing when God will allow the Imam to reappear. We pray that it 

will be soon, but it may not occur until long after our deaths. If we are sincere and 
committed to helping the Imam, and if we show that commitment by reciting this 
supplication for forty consecutive mornings, then Imam al-Ṣādiq has guaranteed that 
God will raise us from the grave to participate in his revolution. Remember that Imam 
al-Ṣādiq told us before teaching us this supplication, “If the person dies before the 
Imam’s advent, God will raise him from his grave so that he may serve his Imam.” 

Part VII:

 to the station of martyrdom let my soul .ِهْيََدي َنَْيبَ نيِدَهْشَتْسُمْلا َو
ascend.

،ُتْوَمْلا ُهَنْيَب َو يِنْيَب َلاَح ْنِإ Cمُه6للا
 ،ًاّيِضْقَم ًامْتَح َكِداَبِع ىَلَع ُهَتْلَعَج يِذ£لا

،يِنَفَك ًارِزَتُْؤم يِرْبَق ْنِم يِْنجِرْخَأَف

،يِتاَنَق ًاد”رَجُم ،يِفْيَس ًارِهاَش

 .يِداَبْلا َو ِرِضاَحْلا يِف يِعاÌدلاَ ةَوْعَد ًاي”بَلُم

O God! If death were to part him and me—

death, which is your sovereign decree—

in my funeral shroud, from my grave, 
raise me,

sword’s hilt in my hand, pike to strike 
ready,

to answer his call, to join his army,
with rural and urban citizenry.

 ،َةَديِش:رلا َةَعْل«طلا يِنِرَأ Cمُه6للا

 َ.ةَديِمَحْلا َة:رُغْلا َو

 .ِهْيَلِإ ي‘ِنم ٍةَرْظَِنب يِرِظاَن ْلُحْكا َو

O God! Give a glimpse of his beautiful face,

his resplendence, which is worthy of 
praise. 

Bring a glint to my eyes with a glance at his 
grace.
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Insights:
• In this section, we pray for Imam al-Mahdī. We pray that God hasten his return and 

make us his followers. Then we pray that God help him to fulfill the following tasks with 
which he has been entrusted:

 ،ُهَجَرْخَم ْلÙهَس َو ،ُهَجَرَف ْلÛجَع َو

 ،ُهَ̄تجَحَم يِبْ كُلْسا َو ،ُهَجَهَْنم ِْعسَْوأ َو

 ُ،َهرْزَأْ دُدْشا َو ُ،َهرْمَأ ِْذفْنَأ َو

،َكَدالِب ِهِب Cمُه6للا ِرُمْعا َو
 ،َكَداَبِع ِهِب ِيْحَأ َو

 يِفُ داَسَفْلا َرَهَظ﴿ -̨ قَحْلا َكُلْوَق َو - َْتلُق َك¸نِإَف
 .﴾ِسا|نلا يِدْيَأ ْتَبَسَك اَمِب ِرْحَبْلا َو ”رَبْلا

،َك:يِلَو اََنل Cمُه6للا ِرِهْظَأَف

 ،َك”يِبَن ِتِْنب َنْبا َو

 .َكِلوُسَر ِمْساِب ىCمَسُمْلا

 ،ُهَق|زَم اِلإ ِلِطاَبْلا َنِم ٍءْيَشِب َرَفْظَي ال ىrتَح

 .ُهَق€قَحُي َو ‹قَحْلا ‹قِحُي َو

 َ.كِداَبِع ِموُلْظَمِل ًاَعزْفَم Cمُه6للاُ هْلَعْجا َو

 .َكَرَْيغً ارِصاَن ُهَل ُدِجَي الْ نَمِلً ارِصاَن َو

 َ.كِباَتِك ِمَاْكحَأ ْنِمَ ل{طُع اَمِل ًاد€َدجُم َو

 - َك”ِيَبن َِننُس َو ،َكِنيِد ِمالَْعأ ْنِمَ دَرَو اَمِل ًاد”َيشُم َو
 .ِهِلآ َوِ هْيَلَع ُه6للا ى6لَص

 َ.نيِدَتْعُمْلا ِسْأَب ْنِم ُهَْتن’صَح ْنCِمم Cمُه6للاُ هْلَعْجا َو

Hasten his advent from his hiding place.

Make way for him, and let me keep pace with 
his pace.

Let him do what he wills, newfound power 
embrace.

Rebuild by his hand the ruin and waste.

Revive by his hand hearts diseased by disgrace,

for you have said, and what you say is 
true:
“Ruin is coming by land and by sea, 
by virtue of what we as people do.”

So empower, O God, your chosen one,

the son of the daughter of your chosen 
one,

whose name is the name of the chosen 
one,

so his hands rip all falsehood to shreds,

and in place of that falsehood he puts 
truth instead.

Let the wronged and oppressed take refuge in 
him.

Let those with no succor find succor in him, 

Let laws since abandoned find new life through 
him.

Let the banner of faith rise once more through 
him.
Let the Prophet’s example be modeled by him.

And guard him against those who want ill for 
him.
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• to rebuild what has been destroyed
• to revive people through a revival of Islam
• to destroy all falsehood
• to replace falsehood with good
• to help those who have been oppressed
• to help those who have no help
• to revive the sharīʿah, the Islamic legal system
• to reinstate those important parts of the Islamic lifestyle that have been forgotten
• to revive the sunnah of Prophet Muḥammad

• These tasks are not easy by any stretch. The Imam will have to work very hard, and he 
will need much help from his followers to accomplish them. All the while, he will have 
many enemies who will work against him. So in the end of this section, we pray to God 
to protect him against those who wish to harm him.

Part VIII:

Insights:
• When the Imam is finally able to succeed in his mission, as he undoubtedly will by the 

grace of God, he will have accomplished the goal for which every prophet and every 
divine guide has striven since the time of Adam. This victory of good over evil will 
certainly bring joy to every God-fearing person who ever lived, especially to his 
forefather, Prophet Muḥammad.

• But the joy at this thought for the believer is bitter-sweet because, while we have our 
Imam, we do not have our Prophet.

Part IX:

 - ِهِلآ َو ِهْيَلَع ُه6للا ى6لَص - ادCمَحُم َك:يِبَن :رُس َو Cمُه6للا
 ،ِهَِتيْؤُرِب
 ِ.هِتَوْعَد ىَلَع ُهَعِبَت ْنَم َو
 .ُهَدْعَب اَنَتَناَكِتْسا ِمَحْرا َو

O God! Let the Prophet delight at the sight,

of him with disciples united on right.

Have mercy, we suffer our Prophet’s demise,

.ِهِروُضُحِب ِة‹مُأْلا ِهِذَه ْنَع َةCمُغْلا ِهِذَه ْفِشْكا Cمُه6للا

 .ُهَروُهُظ اَنَل ْلÛجَع َو
 .ًابيِرَق ُهاَرَن َو ًادِيعَب ُهَنْوَرَي ْمُه¸نِإ

Let his grandson’s presence wipe the tears 
from our eyes.  

Hasten his advent, and let him soon rise.

Its imminence, against all odds, we surmise.
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Insights:
• The phrase, “al-ʿajal” means “We beg you for haste.” We are eager and excited for the 

Imam’s return. We cannot wait a moment longer. We cannot even wait long enough to 
speak through God to the Imam. Rather, we address the Imam directly and exclaim, 
“Hasten, my master! Hasten to come!” As we repeat this prayer thrice, we are instructed 
to slap our right thigh with each repetition as a demonstration of our eagerness to see 
him. May God hear our call. May the Imam hear our cry.

 .َنيِمِحا:رلا ََمحْرَأ اَي َكَِتمْحَرِب

ناَم|زلا َبِحاَص اَي َياْلوَم اَي َلَجَعْلا َلَجَعْلا
ناَم|زلا َبِحاَص اَي َياْلوَم اَي َلَجَعْلا َلَجَعْلا
ناَم|زلا َبِحاَص اَي َياْلوَم اَي َلَجَعْلا َلَجَعْلا

We ask you all this through your mercy, O God!
O Most Merciful of those who show mercy, O 
God!

Hasten, my master! Hasten to come! 

Hasten, my master! Hasten to come!

Hasten, my master! Hasten to come!


